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Discovery

April 1, 2015

Dewatering of Old End Cut



Process of Coal Strip Mining



Immediate Action

Stop pumping

Make management aware

Collect Basic Data:
 Fish Species and Count

 Water Depth

 Access to Area

 Purpose of Dewatering

Find out dragline advance timing



Salvage

• April 14-25, 2015

• Methods of salvage

– Minnow traps

– Gill Nets

– Backpack electrofishing

• Transferred into the Souris River and 

Reclaimed Endcut

• 359 fish were salvaged



Salvage Photos



Education and Awareness



Additional Ponds

• Survey Water Bodies

• Large Pond – Salvaged with Boat

• Over 8000 perch and Limited Jack

• Winter Kill



Why?

• Tying into a previously mined end cut is a 
standard practice when returning to an 
area

• This particular mining block has a 
favorable mining ratio.

• Avoid this area while preserving the 
current end cut would require leaving 
behind a considerable amount of coal 

• Generation of approx. 1 MW/tonne of 
electricity to the sask grid.


