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Introduction

Characteristics of the site:
• First potash solution mine, 

established in 1964
• Mining depth is 1630 meters
• Occupies just over ten square 

miles
• Nearly 70% of the land is considered 

arable or wild
• Approximately 500 personnel
• Produces 2.8 million metric 

tonnes annually



Introduction

• Between Mixed Grassland 
and Moist Mixed Grassland 
Prairie

• Surrounded by agricultural 
crop consisting of canola, 
wheat, lentils and peas 

• In the middle of the North 
American Central Migratory 
Bird Flyway

• Glaciolacustrine Plain or 
generally flat with few 
permanent water bodies



Wildlife on Site

Birds typically encountered:
• Canada Goose
• Barn Swallow
• Snow Geese
• American Robin
• Mourning Dove
• Snowy Owl
• Killdeer
• Grebe Species
• Blue-winged Teal
• Mallard
• Northern Pintail
• American Coot
• American Avocet
• Sandpiper Species
• Loggerhead Shrike
• Blackbird Species

• Great Horned Owl
• Ross’s Geese
• Canvasback
• Tern Species
• Sanderling
• Grosbeck Species
• Bobolink
• Gull Species
• Killdeer

Animals typically encountered:
• Red Fox
• White Tailed Deer
• Mule Deer
• Moose
• Pronghorn
• Coyote
• Muskrat
• American Badger
• Tiger Salamander
• Northern Leopard Frog



Wildlife on Site

Wildlife Behaviors/activities:
• Nesting
• Rutting/mating season
• Burrowing
• Parental season
• Foraging/grazing
• Hunting/roaming
• Packing or herding
• Aggressive
• Curious 
• Unpredictable

Personnel Behaviors/activities:
• Vehicular travel
• Foot travel
• Equipment 
• Noise
• Light
• Exhaust and discharge
• Material storage areas
• Construction activity
• Other Process operations
• Curious

Coexistence is possible as long we recognize and understand wildlife interactions with 
our operations and apply the appropriate wildlife management practices. 



Regulatory Requirements

• The Saskatchewan Wildlife Act – 1998
• The Saskatchewan Wildlife Regulations – 1981
• The Saskatchewan Wild Species at Risk Regulations
• The Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA) – 1994
• The Migratory Birds Regulations
• The Species at Risk Act (SARA)



Wildlife Organizations

• The Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation
• Ducks Unlimited Canada
• The Wildlife Rehabilitation Society of 

Saskatchewan
• The Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation 

Action Plan
• Committee on Status of Endangered 

Wildlife (COSEWIC)
• The Wildlife Society Saskatchewan Chapter
• Wild and Cared Free Rehabilitation Center
• Moose Jaw Animal Clinic
• The Moose Jaw Wildlife Federation



Wildlife Management Plan

• A guidance document for general mine site operations regarding wildlife. 

• General practices include:
• Avoid interactions
• Monitoring for wildlife activity
• Avoid construction during general nesting season
• Deterrents
• Protection of wetlands and other sensitive habitats during construction and operations
• Obtain environmental permits as required

• Allows the site to better understand our responsibility to the environment and 
how we will achieve coexistence with wildlife.



Wildlife Management Plan

The Wildlife Management Plan serves as the basis for integrating wildlife with site 
documents and procedures, including:
• Wildlife Management Procedure
• Project Environmental Management Plan
• Management of Change Procedure
• Task Specific Analysis
• Work Permits and Safe Work Plans
• Site Communications



Communications with site personnel 
includes the following:
• Daily Shift Start
• Monthly Environmental Health 

Safety Meetings
• The Weekly Newsletter: The Buffalo
• Department specific training
• Site Wide Email Notification

Site Communications



Scenario - Ponds
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Scenario - Ponds



Scenario - Containment Berms



Scenario - Containment Berms



Scenario - Nest/Equipment



Scenario - Nest/Equipment



Scenario - Birds in Buildings



Scenario - Birds in Buildings



Conclusion

Coexistence is possible as long we recognize and understand wildlife interactions 
with our operations and apply the appropriate wildlife management practices. 

Mosaic Belle Plaines Wildlife Management Plan and Procedure is in a state of 
continual development adapting to the many challenges of coexistence. 

Belle Plaine will continue to work with its employees, third party contractors, 
other professionals and organizations to ensure continual innovation in wildlife 
management practices.
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