
Key Skills: Reaction Time, Operation 

Monitoring of Machinery and Equipment   

Estimated Annual Wage Range:  

$62,400 to $111,030

Interests: Realistic, Investigative  

 

 

Education Pathways: Saskatchewan 

Indian Institute of Technologies,  

Saskatchewan Polytechnic

High School Classes: Grade 12 or 

Equivalent

OaSIS Code: 83100      

UNDERGROUND PRODUCTION AND  
DEVELOPMENT MINERS

CAREER PROFILE
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Details of the Job:  

Operate and maintain underground  

drilling equipment to retrieve core samples 

while adhering to strict mine safety 

protocols. 

 

A typical day:  

My day starts with the line-up meeting 

to review the previous shift’s progress 

and discuss the day’s work. Then we set 

ourselves up for success while waiting 

for the mine to be cleared by organizing 

the gear we need. Once cleared, we drive 

to the drill to perform pre-operational 

checks and begin drilling. We drill 

holes according to a plan made by the 

geology team to define the ore deposit 

in increments of 3 or 6 meters, pulling 

core samples at these intervals, placing 

core in labelled boxes, surveying the hole, 

and, once a hole is complete, realigning 

the drill for the next hole. Throughout the 

shift, I maintain and repair the equipment 

and troubleshoot any issues that arise.  

At the end of the day, we clean up to 

ensure the work area is safe and ready for 

the next crew.           

 

Why did you choose this occupation? 

The idea of working underground in 

a mine was fascinating and exciting. 

The work is physically demanding and 

rewarding. It feels like every day is  

a day at the gym. Chasing high numbers 

for footage drilled adds a measure of 

competitiveness that I enjoy, and I take 

pride in doing this work in a safe manner. 

 

What was your educational pathway? 

I am a high school graduate and began 

diamond drilling as an assistant. Further 

on-the-job training has allowed me to 

become a full-fledged Driller operating 

my own drill rig.

Home Community:  

Flin Flon, MB        

Employer:  

Foran Mining        

Role:  

Underground Diamond 

Driller            
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