UNDERGROUND PRODUCTION 7/
DEVELOPMENT MINERS

Key Skills: Reaction Time, Operation Education Pathways: Saskatchewan
Monitoring of Machinery and Equipment  Indian Institute of Technologies,

Estimated Annual Wage Range: Saskatchewan Polyteiiis

$62,400 to $111,030 High School Classes: Grade 12 or
Equivalent

0aSIS Code: 83100

Interests: Realistic, Investigative




CAREER PROFILE | UNDERGROUND PRODUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT MINERS

ERNEST DESJARLAIS

Home Community: Employer: Role:
Canoe Lake Mudjatik Thyssen Mining Developing Miner
First Nation, SK (Blaster)

Details of the Job:

Build underground tunnels and ensure ground
conditions remain stable. This includes drilling
rounds, loading explosives, conducting blasting,

mucking material, and installing ground support.

Operate a variety of underground equipment,
including scoop trams, trucks, jumbos, bolters,
and Tereks tunnel headers such as Alpine
roadheaders.

A typical day:

A typical day starts with a lineup meeting
where the crew reviews the plan and

safety considerations. We tag in and travel
underground by cage, which is a roughly
six-minute ride. Once at the work heading,
we drill a round, load explosives, and clear the
area for blasting. After the blast, we return to
muck out the broken rock using scoop trams.
Once the areais cleaned, a machine bolter

is brought in to install bolts and screens at
the face of the tunnel. We finish by checking
ground conditions and preparing the heading
for the next blast.

Explore Your Future | saskmining.ca

Why did you choose this occupation?

| chose this career because it offers very good
pay and provides a strong future for my family.
This position offers interesting challenges,
and | enjoy the two-weeks-in, two-weeks-

out camp lifestyle. Mining has allowed me to
provide a good life for my kids, with steady
work and modern equipment in a professional
environment.

What was your educational pathway?

| completed Grade 12 and built my career
through on-the-job training and industry
certifications. | joined a mine rescue team
and trained to NFPA standards. | also earned
firefighting tickets, hoistman certification,
APSA training, and a hard rock blasting ticket.
Over time, | gained experience operating
equipment such as MaclLean bolters, jumbos,
scoop trams, Alpine tunnel headers, scissor
decks, jacklegs, and stoppers.
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Saskatchewan
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