
DRONE OPERATORS 

CAREER PROFILE

Key Skills: Arm-Hand Steadiness, 

Operation Monitoring of Machinery and 

Equipment  

Estimated Annual Wage Range:  

$52,000 to $87,010

Interests: Investigative, Realistic,  

Conventional              

 

 

Education Pathways:  

Lakeland College, Saskatchewan  

Polytechnic, University of Regina.  

Additional licensing from Transport 

Canada

High School Classes: Grade 12 with  

30 Level Math

OaSIS Code: 22110.01       



Explore Your Future  |  saskmining.ca

Details of the Job:  

Perform mine site location staking and 

topographical measurements of a non-

legal survey nature to support mining 

operations. Carry out drone and surveying 

duties, and assist the engineering 

department with environmental 

inspections.              

 

A typical day:  

One of the things I enjoy most about 

my surveying position at Poplar River 

Mine is the variety, as no two days are 

the same. I use a Trimble GPS unit to 

stake out topsoil boundaries or to survey 

new road developments. I also operate a 

SenseFly drone to fly designated sections 

of the mine. These drone flights, typically 

conducted mid-month and at month-end, 

generate 3D models used by engineers 

to analyze topsoil coverage, stockpile 

volumes, and pit measurements. Along 

with surveying and drone responsibilities, 

I also complete weekly and monthly 

environmental inspections.                       

 

Why did you choose this occupation? 

The surveying position at Poplar River 

Mine offers a balance between physical 

and mental work. This position allows me 

to utilize my post-secondary education, 

applying that knowledge to practical tasks 

in the field. I also appreciate the level 

of independence this position provides, 

allowing me to plan and manage my own 

day effectively. The nature of this position 

also allows me to maintain a good work-

life balance for my family. 

 

What was your educational pathway? 

I attended the Environmental Engineering 

Technology program at Saskatchewan 

Polytechnic.

Home Community:  

Rockglen, SK

Employer:  

Westmoreland Mining         

Role:  

Surveyor/Drone Operator        

MARIO PREFONTAINE

NAME
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